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07 July 2011
SAINSBURY’S CELEBRATES THE BEST OF BRITISH AS REGIONAL BEERS COMPETE IN GREAT BRITISH BEER HUNT
-Vote with your shopping basket this September as the 16 short-listed beers go into store - 

With more breweries in the UK than any time since the Second World War
, it’s a great time for British beer fans. And with the final of the Sainsbury’s British Beer Hunt fast approaching, it’s about to get even more exciting, as 14 British brewers compete to win a permanent place on the shelves of Sainsbury’s stores nationwide. 
From 7th – 27th September, 16 new-to-market British beers will go into stores around the UK, all vying to win a permanent listing in Sainsbury’s stores nationwide.  All 16 beers will be on special offer and will be given pride of place in the seasonal aisle throughout September. Following their three-week stint in store, a grand final will be held to decide the two winners - sales count towards the decision, so make sure you support your favourite if you want to see it crowned Sainsbury’s Great British Beer Hunt Champion 2011!
Whether you like a dark, full-bodied stout or a hoppy IPA, there are plenty of interesting beers to choose from, including ’Golden Summer’ from innovative Yorkshire microbrewery, Wold Top; ‘Profanity Stout’ made from a recipe created by students which was discovered by Scotland’s Williams Brothers’ Brewing Company at a home-brewing competition and ‘Full Bore’, a beer which was created by accident by newcomer Hunter’s Brewery in Devon when the brewer, a former pharmacist, added the wrong quantities to another recipe. 
Recognising the depth of talent of UK brewers, Sainsbury’s re-launched the Great British Beer Hunt earlier this year, with a view to bringing something new and exciting to Sainsbury’s shelves for beer-loving shoppers. The 16 finalists were selected by Sainsbury’s customers and beer experts at four regional beer hunt events across the country during May.  The four beers which received the most votes at each regional event were announced as the winners of their region, winning a temporary listing in Sainsbury’s along with the other 15 short-listed beers this September, ahead of the grand final on 30th September.
The 16 beers set to go on shelf in September are:

· Wild Hop IPA, Harviestoun Brewery, Clackmanshire, Scotland
· Caesar Augustus, William Bros, Alloa, Scotland

· Profanity Stout, William Bros, Alloa, Scotland
· Flying Dutchman Wit Bier, Caledonian Brewing Co, Alva, Scotland
· Ivanhoe, Ridgeway Brewing, South Oxfordshire

· Bad King John, Ridgeway Brewing, South Oxfordshire

· Stronghart, McMullen & Sons, Hertfordshire
· Bishop’s Farewell, Oakham Ales, Peterborough

· Wye Not?, Wye Valley Brewing, Herefordshire 

· Churchill Ale, Oxfordshire Ales Ltd, Bicester

· Golden Seahawk, Cotleigh Brewery, Somerset

· Full Bore, Hunter’s Brewery, Devon

· Two Hoots Golden Ale, Joseph Holt, Manchester

· Golden Summer, Wold Top Brewery, Yorkshire

· Frederic’s Great British Ginger Beer, Frederic Robinson, Stockport

· Worcester Sorcerer, Sadler’s Ales, Stourbridge

So from 7th September, get down to your nearest Sainsbury’s store and discover the vast array of top British beers on offer!
-ENDS-

For more information, high res images or additional comments, please contact Nathalie Ballantine on 020 7759 7400 / nathalie.ballantine@phippspr.com 
NOTES TO EDITORS:
Winning beers will be sold in the seasonal aisle of all Sainsbury’s stores which promote the drinks festival from 7th – 27th September 
Winners by region:

	NORTH OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND & NORTHERN IRELAND

	Wild Hop IPA
	Harviestoun Brewery Ltd

	Caesar Augustus
	Williams Bros

	Flying Dutchman Wit Bier
	Caledonian Brewing Co.

	Profanity Stout
	Williams Bros

	SOUTH EAST (EAST, HOME COUNTIES AND SOUTH COAST)

	Ivanhoe
	Ridgeway Brewing

	Stronghart
	McMullen & Sons

	Bishop's Farewell
	Oakham Ales

	Bad King John
	Ridgeway Brewing

	SOUTH WEST (WALES, WEST OF ENGLAND)

	Wye Not?
	Wye Valley Brewery

	Churchill Ale
	Oxfordshire Ales Ltd

	Golden Seahawk
	Cotleigh Brewery

	Full Bore
	Hunter’s Brewery

	NORTH WEST ENGLAND AND MIDLANDS

	Two Hoots Golden Ale
	Joseph Holt

	Golden Summer
	Wold Top Brewery

	Frederic's Great British Ginger Beer
	Frederic Robinson

	Worcester Sorcerer
	Sadler's Ales


� In 1976 there were 150 breweries in the UK, now there are over 760 (The Drinks Business, June 2011)





